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Shihan: Bio

A Lower East Side of New York City native, Shihan began his writing career in 1989, when he received a full scholarship to the Williston North Hampton School in Massachusetts for creative writing.  In 1993, Shihan was signed to MCA Records as an artist/writer.  Shihan went on to write for the NBA Jam Session series as well as creating the theme for Reebok's ' Blacktop' campaign.  Shihan has found work writing for the very popular Schoolhouse Rocks compilation series.   Also, co-writing one of MTV's most popular Rock The Vote campaigns ' Tic Toc.'

Shihan is undoubtedly one of the most dynamic spoken word artists of our generation.  This National Poetry Slam Champion (2004) and National Poetry Slam Finalist(2nd in 2001, 5th in 2003 and 3rd in 2005) has been featured on a variety of media outlets including 7 appearances on 6 seasons of HBO’s Def Poetry, NBC, Oprah Winfrey’s Oxygen Network, Al Gore’s Current TV, Nike’s Battlegrounds, Reebok, Adidas, NBA, CNN, Artisan Films’ Belly DVD, Complex and Billboard Magazine, several national commercial spots, 5 National Tours including the Tony Award Winning Russell Simmons presents Def Poetry Jam International Tour and 2 upcoming Spoken Word documentaries with theatrical releases, SP!T and the sequel to 1997’s cult doc Slam Nation, Slam Planet.  His abilities to transcend cultural and generational boundaries have made Shihan a much sought after talent. Shihan has been co-hosting Da' Poetry Lounge, the nation's largest open mic in Hollywood for the past 8 years and he recently wrapped up touring as a cast member in the Def Poetry Jam 3.0 International Tour.  His debut CD 'The Poet' has sold over 4000 copies in the U.S.  In 2005, Shihan became the 1st poet to have a poem named ‘download of the week’ on iTunes.com.
Shihan has written for hair cosmetic giant Sebastian International and their 2002 Escape Mediocrity Tour which brought Shihan's words to 4 countries and translated into 3 languages. Shihan was also the spoken word/host of the show which was described as a cross between the Matrix, Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon and Cirque de Soleil.

Shihan lent his spoken word talents to soft drink giant Pepsi for their 'Slam' national television and radio campaigns, which he co-wrote.

Shihan toured the country as the 'Street Poet' for the Nike Battlegrounds One-on-One Tournament.  
Fall 2006 will mark the release of Shihan’s 2nd commercial CD release “The Balance,” which will be available in stores worldwide.  
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Shihan:  Critics
“Shihan has proved a word merchant whose currency is honesty.”

LA Times

“Shihan's spoken- word performances are usually breathlessly animated, the words tumbling over one another. They stop and start or shoot through the air, popping like bottle rockets.”

The Baltimore Sun

“Shihan is undeniably one of the most successful talents in the industry.”

About.com

“Shihan's satire...you have speech that truly sets you free. “                                                                                Stagecritic.com
“Shihan's "Negro Auction Network" elicited nervous laughter...while the in-your-face provocative poems packed a punch, there were a number of introspective, personal narratives that were equally powerful.”

Des Moines Register

“Shihan's spoof of hip-hop stereotypes "Negro Auction Network" is classic.” 

Nashville Review

“Shihan kicks it up a few notches in his consciousness-raising rhymes…laugh-out-loud funny on the surface but bites down to the bone. He brings the uncomfortable truth...” 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“...one of the evening's funniest and least PC performances, Shihan's infomercial-like "Negro
Auction Network"

Washington  Post


“Seductive”

New Haven Advocate

“One poem, titled "love in five parts," was so powerful that it brought several of those in attendance to tears.”

The Eagle Eye

“Shihan expresses himself as honestly as he knows how in every piece he recites. With titles such as "the Iconoclast," "the Negro Auction Network" and "Love Like," he seems to value gritty emotion over padded symbolism or safe lyricism.”

The Leader

“ricocheting back and forth between emotions, rapidly going from righteous anger to violent love to fear to levity at times left the audience spinning, waiting for the next punch or punch line, never entirely sure which was coming next. The only thing that was certain, though, whichever came, it would make them think.”

The Retriever 

" words fly by so quickly that writing them down would be impossible. Phrases and metaphors are juxtaposed in surprising ways and the poet covers the audience with a blanket of wordplay. “                        

Georgetown Voice

“On his debut album The Poet Shihan shifts gracefully between hip hop and traditional a capellas, layering crisp beats with pointed lyrics…”
XLR8R Magazine

“Truly a Def Poet…”

Daily News (LA) Pick of the week

“Shihan combines razor-sharp spoken words with fluid flows rolled tightly in an honest and compassionate expression.”
Poetic Soul Magazine (Canada)
Shihan's lyrics stitch a fabric of philosophical critiques on modern life, stirring up controversy and thought along with a reverance for the duality of complexity and simplicity in everyday living.
Properly chilled magazine
“It’s grown folks hip-hop for heads jaded by the icy pseudo thugs ruling the charts.”
Remix Magazine
“Shihan…most dangerous weapon: humor.  Shihan uses humor to discuss complex issues, including unrequited love on “Love Like” and “In Response”; technology run amok on “Robots”; and stereotypes on “Auction Network,”
Soundslam Magazine
“His lyrics are thoughtful and unpretentious; creating a verbal landscape that drips with sincerity.”

Pop Matters Magazine
“For poems closer to the truth than most would push for, 'Auction Network' and 'Robots' are what this man does best...”(5 Star rating)
DJ Magazine (UK)
“Shihan’s words flow without regard to iambic parameter or strained couplets.  If my writing were this coherent and consistent, I’d be a Pulitzer author by now.”

Metro Pop Magazine
“And Shihan Van Clief, a champion wordsmith and family man, takes great pride in speaking the truth about his art and mission as a poet…”
2006 Maryland Film Festival 
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Shihan:  The Facts
· Shihan performed some of his first gigs in Los Angeles, including The Juke Joint, Century Club and The World Famous Comedy Store.   He has also opened for acts such as Alicia Keys and Musiq Soulchild.

· The name “Shihan”  means “teacher” in japanese.   Coincidentally, Shihan went to school to be an English teacher and now teaches through his spoken word.

· Creating the musical soundscape of “The Poet” was Jazzelicious (producer of Brazil Remixed and Tao of Groove fame), Don ‘Dert’Baker (producer for the underground Hiphop collective The Tunnelrats), Raphi Henley and Donovan Luke Henry.

· Shihan “I just wanted to make sure that when I left this earth no one could ever say I didn’t live out my word.”

· Shihan has toured the world as a cast member of the Russell Simmons’ presents Def Poetry Jam World Tour.  

· Shihan has been featured on all 6 seasons of HBO’s Peabody award winning series, Russell Simmons presents Def Poetry.

· Shihan has provided compositions for companies such as Nike, Pepsi Co., Adidas, Reebok, MTV, NBA, Sebastian International and Schoolhouse Rocks.

· Shihan’s mother still thinks he needs a “real job.”   
For more information contact:

DPL Productions

Ron Van Clief:  (213)926-5404

Email:  dapoetrylounge@aol.com

Fax:  (309)412-9779
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